
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

IN RE: ORDER REGARDING REFERRALS TO UNITED 

STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGES  

 

Rule 1 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure provides for the “just, speedy, 

and inexpensive determination of every action or proceeding.” Consistent with that 

mandate, the court seeks to ensure that litigants are aware of available procedures 

that may facilitate the prompt and efficient resolution of civil cases. 

 One such procedure is to provide for disposition by a United States Magistrate 

Judge pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 631 and Federal Rules of Procedure 73. Upon the 

consent of all parties, a Magistrate Judge may conduct all proceedings in a civil 

action, including jury or nonjury trials, and enter final judgment, with any appeal 

taken directly to the United States Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit. Parties 

who consent to disposition by a Magistrate Judge may benefit from earlier trial dates, 

greater scheduling certainty, reduced delay arising from competing criminal docket 

demands, and the potential for lower litigation costs associated with prolonged 

proceedings. 

  Because criminal matters take priority on District Judges’ dockets and are 

increasing in post-conviction complexity, civil cases face scheduling constraints and 

delayed resolution. Magistrate Judges, however, do not preside over felony criminal 

trials. As a result, parties who elect to proceed before a District Judge may 

experience a longer time to trial or final resolution than similarly situated parties 

who consent to disposition by a Magistrate Judge.  Parties are thus encouraged to 

give informed consideration to whether consent to disposition by a Magistrate Judge 

would promote the just, speedy, and inexpensive resolution of their case.  

AUTHORITY FOR CONSENT TO DISPOSITION BY A MAGISTRATE 

JUDGE 

 The Federal Magistrates Act of 1968 established the Magistrate Judges’ 

system as a supplemental judicial resource to assist District Judges and provide 

better service to litigants.   The Act authorizes District Judges to appoint United 

States Magistrate Judges. Under § 636(c) and Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 73, a 
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